Coronavirus Disease - COVID 19
Weekly Situation Report No. 48 (22 February 2021)

This report is produced by UN Moldova in collaboration with Government and development/humanitarian partners. From 18 September 2020
programme updates will be produced at the end of the month. All past sitreps can be accessed here

Highlights – data as reported by national authorities
Data as at 21/02/2021, 18:00 p.m.

The pace of growth in coronavirus cases continued to rise for the
fourth consecutive week. The average number of daily cases over
the last seven-day period is now 938, which represents an increase
of 136 cases compared to the same figure for the previous week.
Overall, 176,752 cases have been reported since the start of the
pandemic.
The total number of active cases has also increased over the past
week, reaching levels, which were last registered at the end of
December 2020. The number of active cases now stands at 11,079,
which marks a 21.6% increase compared to the previous week. The
number of patients with coronavirus receiving hospital treatment
is 3,364, of whom 288 are in very serious condition.
The overall crude cumulative incidence of cases per 100,000 is
5,088. The crude cumulative incidence of cases is 189 and 351 for the last seven and fourteen days,
respectively. Both of these figures mark an increase compared to the previous week, reflecting the
accelerating growth of coronavirus cases.
The average number of COVID-19-associated daily deaths has also increased compared to the previous week
and stands at 18.4. At the same time, the case fatality rate has remained stable from last week and stands at
2.1%. The total number of registered deaths reached 3,780. The average age of the patients who have died
from the diseases is 67.2. While they account for 50% of all confirmed cases, nearly 95% of all deaths have
been reported in patients aged 50 or older.
The number of patients who have recovered from their infections is 161,893. This represents 91.6% of all
reported cases and marks a 0.9 p.p. decrease compared to the previous week.
The weekly figures reflect similar developments in the evolution of the pandemic. The weekly number of new
cases increased to 6,566, which represents a 17% increase from the same figure in the previous week. In
accord with the rising number of cases over the previous three weeks, the weekly number of recoveries has
also increased. The weekly number of recoveries now stands at 4,466. As it stands below the number of new
cases, it contributes to the overall rise in the percentage of active cases. The total number of deaths registered
last week is 129, which exceeds the previous period’s figure by 19%. The contagion rate (R0) remained high
but decreased somewhat compared to the previous week. The R0 currently stands at 1.09.
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In terms of geographical distribution, Chisinau, where 43% of all confirmed cases have been recorded, remains
the most affected area in the country if the number of cases is considered. With 11% of all confirmed cases,
the Transnistria region follows in the list of most affected areas. Balti, Ialoveni, and ATU Gagauzia each account
for 3% of the total of all cases. Each of the remaining areas has 2% or less of the total number of cases. If
accounting for the size of their population, Chisinau remains the most affected area with slightly over 11,400
cases per 100,000 population. Balti, Edinet, Ialoveni, Taraclia, and Anenii Noi follow; all of them have
surpassed the 5,000-case mark per 100,000 population.
The contagion rate is also uneven across districts, with Riscani registering the lowest rate in the country, which
stands at 0.69, and Ocnita, Briceni, Ungheni, and Criuleni registering much higher numbers, all standing above
1.35. The contagion rate in Chisinau stands at 1.16.
The number of confirmed infections among women remains higher than for men, with 59% of all cases
reported among women and 41% among men. However, the percentage of men who have died from the
disease (51%) continues to be slightly higher than that of women (49%). Due to these differences, the case
fatality rate for men (2.6%) remains higher than for women (1.8%).
Real-time figures and graphs can be accessed in Romanian and in Russian here. This site has nearly 2.3 million
views to date.
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Overview & Announcements
●

Moldova receives more support for fighting COVID-19

Last week Moldova received large quantities of PPEs (masks, gowns, gloves) and medical equipment
(ventilators) from Romania and Czechia, through the EU Civill Protection Mechanism, to support for fighting
and prevention of COVID-19. The provided support was officially received, including with attendance of the
President, PM and other officials and is estimated at more than 3.5 million EURO in total.

Update on restrictions*
*these are subject to changes and amendment and should be viewed as an overview and not as a definitive source for
decision making

●

The National Extraordinary Commission in Public Health issued its next Decision - No. 46 on February 20th.
As the epidemiological situation worsens, the Decision comes with new/updated restrictions, i.e. banning
of organization of scientific conferences and sports competitions (except those without spectators and in
open-air), re-instance the interdictions for night clubs, discotheques, bars etc., organization of the activity
of the markets will be supervised by territorial Commissions in Public Health, new rules of sanitary
measures in education institutions and others;

●

The MoHLSP updated the List of countries with Red zone classification, which is in effect as of February
15, 2021. The travelers into Moldova from the Red zone countries need to self-isolate for a 14-days period.
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