Coronavirus Disease - COVID 19
Weekly Situation Report No. 43 (21 December 2020)

This report is produced by UN Moldova in collaboration with Government and development/humanitarian partners. From 18 September 2020
programme updates will be produced at the end of the month. All past sitreps can be accessed here

Highlights – data as reported by national authorities
Data as at 20/12/2020, 18:00 p.m.

After a period of accelerated growth in new coronavirus
cases, the pandemic situation in the country saw some signs
of improvement last week. The number of new coronavirus
cases continued to grow but at a somewhat slower pace
than during the previous weeks. The average number of
daily cases over a seven-day period now stands at 1,241,
which is over 200 cases less compared to the same figure
registered during the previous week. The average
percentage of positive tests over a seven-day period also
dropped to 43.4%, which is 5.6 p.p. less compared to the
week prior. Overall, 135,207 cases have been reported since
the beginning of the pandemic;
The total number of active cases decreased as well to
13,820. This is 1,225 cases less compared to the previous
week. The proportion of active cases in the total number of
registered cases stands at 10.2%. The number of patients
with coronavirus treated in hospitals is 3,369, out of which
257 are in very serious condition;
The overall crude cumulative incidence of cases per 100,000 is 3,892. The crude cumulative incidence of cases
over the last seven days is 250 and over the last 14 days is 542, with both of these figures registering a decrease
over the past week;
At the same time, the average number of daily deaths over a seven-day period increased to 25.71 (from 21.86
the week prior). The total number of deaths now stands at 2,752. The case fatality rate remained stable at
2%. The average age of patients who have died from the disease stands at 66.9. Over 90% of all deaths have
been reported in patients 50 years of age and older;
The number of patients who have recovered from the disease is 118,635. This represents 87.7% of all cases
and 1.6 p.p. more compared to last week;
Weekly figures reflect similar developments regarding the evolution of the pandemic in the country to the
ones outlined above. The weekly number of new cases registered a 14.4% decrease last week and stands at
8,689. The contagion rate (R0) also dropped below 1 for the first time in nine weeks and now stands at 0.98.
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The weekly number of recoveries increased to 9,734. This represents a 27.1% increase compared to the week
prior. At the same time, the weekly number of deaths increased to 180 last week, which is 17.6% more
compared to the week prior;
The share of health care workers in the total number of cases currently stands at around 9%. About 12,000
doctors, nurses, medical assistants and other staff from the health care sector have been infected with the
virus since the beginning of the outbreak;
In terms of geographical distribution, Chisinau, with 42% of all confirmed cases, remains the most affected
area if the number of cases is considered. With 12% of all confirmed cases, the Transnistria region follows in
the list of most affected areas. Balti, ATU Gagauzia and Ialoveni account for another 3-4% of all cases each. All
other areas have 2% or less of the total number of cases each. If the size of the population is considered, with
nearly 8,600 cases per 100,000, Chisinau remains the most affected area in the country. The capital city is
followed by Balti and Edinet, which are gradually approaching the 5,000 cases per 100,000 and Ialoveni, which
is approaching the 4,000-case mark per 100,000;
The contagion rate generally ranges between 0.8 and 1 across the country, with a few districts registering
somewhat lower rates including Soldanesti, Rezina and Stefan Voda, where the contagion rate ranges
between 0.6 and 0.7. The contagion rate in Chisinau stands at 0.9;
More women continue to be infected with the virus than men, 59% vs. 41%. However, the percentage of men
who have died from the disease continues to be slightly higher than that of women, 51% vs. 49%. The case
fatality rate among men also continues to be higher than among women, 2.5% vs. 1.7%;
Real time figures and graphs can be accessed in Romanian and in Russian here. This site has over 2.2 million
views to date.
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Overview & Announcements
●

Education system epi situation

According to the Ministry of Education information on the epidemiological situation in the education system,
as of December 18, there were 7 institutions activating on-line, 425 (last week-520) positive cases of COVID19 infections among students/pupils and 8540 were placed in self-isolation, 514 (624) infections among
teaching staff, with 305 people being placed in self-isolation.
●

Epi situation and ICU occupancy in Chisinau

For many weeks now, all ICU beds in Chisinau are occupied by COVID-19 patients. Out of 1172 beds for COVID
patients, 996 are occupied and soon all to be filled up. In Chisinau there are 56 patients in very grave condition,
351 in serious condition, 587 in average condition.
●

State budget for 2021 approved

The budget 2021 was approved with revenues in the amount of 41.415 bln MDL or by 4,2 bln MDL (or 11%)
more than in 2020. Expenditures are envisaged in the amount of 55.399 bln MDL which is by 2,2 bln MDL (by
4,1%) more than in 2020 budget. The budget deficit is estimated at 13.984 bln MDL and is expected to be
covered from internal market borrowing, external financial assistance, privatization and sale of state property.
●

Foreign labor force

The Parliament of RM adopted in final reading the law on the status of foreigners in the Republic of Moldova
that will facilitate the access of foreigners to the Moldovan labor market. Further details could be found here.

Update on Restrictions*
*these are subject to changes and amendment and should be viewed as an overview and not as a definitive source for
decision making

●

Starting with December 23rd, the Republic of Moldova is stopping all air traffic to and from the UK. The
decision was taken by the National Extraordinary Commission in Public Health due to spread of a newly
mutated COVID-19 virus;

●

There are no other changes to restrictions and limitation since the Decision #37 from 11 December, the
National Extraordinary Commission in Public Health;

●

The Rules and restrictions for traveling to Moldova and the list of states in Red zone were updated by
National Extraordinary Commission in Public Health on December 18, 2020. Details here.
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