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This report is produced by UN Moldova in collaboration with Government and development/humanitarian partners. From 18 September 2020
programme updates will be produced at the end of the month. All past sitreps can be accessed here

Highlights — data as reported by national authorities

Data as at 8/03/2021, 18:00 p.m.

March 7™ marked the one-year anniversary of the first confirmed
COVID-19 case in the Republic of Moldova.

The pace of growth in coronavirus cases continued to rise for the
sixth consecutive week. The average number of daily cases during
the first week of March was 1,400, which represents a 13% increase
compared to the same figure for the previous week. Another 350
new cases were reported on Monday of this week. Overall, 195,602
cases have been reported since the start of the pandemic.

The total number of active cases has also increased over the past
week, and, as of March 7, there were 19,811 active cases in the
country, which marks a 29.2% increase compared to the previous

week. This is the second highest number of active cases since the :
beginning of the pandemic. The highest number of active infections was reported on the previous day, March
6, 2021. The number decreased slightly on Monday of this week to 19,231 cases. The number of patients with
coronavirus receiving hospital treatment is 4,121, of whom 323 are in very serious condition.

The overall crude cumulative incidence of cases per 100,000 is 5,631. The crude cumulative incidence of cases
is 264 and 524 for the last seven and fourteen days, respectively. Both of these figures mark an increase
compared to the previous week, reflecting the accelerating growth of coronavirus cases.

The average number of COVID-19-associated daily deaths has slightly decreased during the first week of
March compared to the previous week and stood at 23 on March 7. The same figure decreased slightly to 22
on the following day. At the same time, the case fatality rate remained stable at 2.1%. The total number of
registered deaths reached 4,129. The average age of the patients who have died from the disease is 67.2.
While they account for 51% of all confirmed cases, nearly 95% of all deaths have been reported in patients
aged 50 or older. In addition, the average proportion of new infections among the eldest population group
(aged 60 and over) has somewhat increased in the past week and now stands at 35%, compared to 34% in the
previous period.

The number of patients who have recovered from their infections currently is 172,242. This represents 88.1%
of all cases. The share of patients who have recovered from their infection in the total number of cases
registered at the end of the first week of March decreased by 1.9 p.p compared to the end of the previous
week.
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Weekly figures reflect similar developments in the evolution of the pandemic. The weekly number of new
cases increased to 9,799, which represents a 13% increase from the same figure in the previous week. In
accord with the rising number of cases over the previous 5 weeks, the weekly number of recoveries has also
increased and now stands at 5,152. As it stands below the number of new cases, it contributed to the overall
rise in the percentage of active cases. The total number of deaths registered in the last week is 162, which
marks a slight decrease compared to the previous period, when the weekly number of deaths was 169. The
contagion rate (RO) remained above one but decreased somewhat compared to the previous week to 1.12.

In terms of geographical distribution, Chisinau, where 44% of all confirmed cases have been recorded, remains
the most affected area in the country, if the number of cases is considered. With 10% of all confirmed cases,
the Transnistria region follows in the list of most affected areas. Balti, laloveni, and ATU Gagauzia each account
for 3% of the total of all cases. Each of the remaining areas has 2% or less of the total number of cases. If
accounting for the size of their population, Chisinau remains the most affected area with nearly 13,000 cases
per 100,000 population. An additional seven areas (Edinet, laloveni, Balti, Taraclia, Anenii Noi, Straseni, and

Cimislia) have surpassed the 5,000-case mark per 100,000 population.

The contagion rate is also uneven across districts, with Ocnita (0.84), Rezina (0.92), Criuleni (0.95), and
Nisporeni (0.95) registering the lowest rates in the country. At the same time, Stefan Voda (1.43), Ungheni
(1.43) and Riscani (1.41) have registered the highest contagion rates in the country. The contagion rate in

Chisinau stands at 1.07.

The number of confirmed infections among women remains higher than for men, with 59% of all cases
reported among women and 41% among men. However, the percentage of men who have died from the
disease (51%) continues to be slightly higher than that of women (49%). Due to these differences, the case
fatality rate for men (2.6%) remains higher than for women (1.8%).
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COVID 19 Weekly Cases and Contagion Rate (R0)
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Real-time figures and graphs can be accessed in Romanian and in Russian here. This site has over 2.3 million

views to date.
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Overview & Announcements

e Anti-COVID-19 vaccination campaign started in Moldova

The National Vaccination Campaign was launched on March 2" following the Vaccination plan. The Plan has

3 phases and depending on the availability of vaccines the 15 phase will cover first line medical workers, 2"
phase- people over 60yo and with co-morbidities, police, education, social services, and 3™ phase- the general
public. Part of the process was the establishment of the Coordination Center of the vaccination campaign
within the National Agency for Public Health.

e Moldova was the first country in the European region to receive the COVID-19 vaccine from the COVAX
initiative

Moldova received an initial batch of 14,400 doses of the anti-COVID-19 vaccine, shipped via the COVAX
Facility, a partnership between CEPI, Gavi, UNICEF and WHO. Moldova is the first country in Europe to receive
vaccines from the COVAX facility. The arrival, supported by UN Moldova, marked a historic step towards the
goal to ensure equitable distribution of anti-COVID-19 vaccines globally, in what will be the largest vaccine
procurement and supply operation in history. The delivery is part of a first wave of arrivals in Moldova that
will continue in the coming days and weeks.

e Romania donates 21,600 does of COVID-19 Vaccines

On 27 of February an Air Ambulance from Romania arrived carrying 21,600 doses of COVID-19 vaccines. The
delivery of the vaccines was supported by the EU Civil Defense Mechanism. The donation is part of the support
package for the Republic of Moldova announced by the President of Romania, Klaus Johannis, during his
official visit to Chisinau on December 29, 2020.

Update on restrictions™

*these are subject to changes and amendment and should be viewed as an overview and not as a definitive source for
decision making

e The National Extraordinary Commission in Public Health issued its next Decision - No. 49 from March 5%.

The Decision instructs the implementation of anti-COVID-19 measures to territorial Commissions and
where there is a RED CODE, a series of restrictions are imposed, i.e. limitation of circulation and home
isolation, interdiction of mass gatherings, limited public services offered etc. The malls and markets are
opened on weekends with strict observance of epidemiological measures.

e The latest List of countries with Red zone classification was updated, which is in effect as of March 1%,

2021. The Commission also updated the rules for trespassing the state border. Starting with March 5%, all

incoming persons will fill in the epi fiche and will oblige to observe the 14 days self-quarantine. The regime
also has exceptions, i.e. children under 5yo, PCR negative test availability, anti-COVID19 vaccine
confirmation, bus drivers and others.
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